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THIS DUCY GEUTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED 'HE MEANING OF ESPIONAGE ACT S0

U, 5. C.. 31 AND 32,AS AMENDED- BliLSS!ON OR THE REVELATION THIS |S UNEVALUATED |NFORM\T|ON

OF 1TS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN U i RERSON 15 PRO-
HIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF THIS FDRH is O

SOURCE ¥BID (This strictly fectual report is based solely on-'monitored foreign radio
broadcasts received in Washington up to 7 a.m., 9 Jenuary 1iPhs. Tt
reproduces a report prepared in reabdnae to a apecia} réquest.)

INTRODUCTION: The Soviet Satellite radios are rno longer alone in their aettacks on

the president's message. Radlo Moscow, with several commentaries on the subject, hes

i

£inally added its voice to the chorus of Communist criticism. Although somewhat more

oubspoken against the. message than the initisl Safellit.e radio cherges, these Scriet

N

commentearies add little new content to the oyerall pattern of Moscow's output. Joscow
concentrates on two major propagenda linese: 1) the "obvious" advance of the Awsrican
economic crisis be}iea the President's "affected optimigm” ‘and his "ornate, untrithful
phrasea" aboubt the internal state of the Union; and (2) his messege is & fraenk simission
that the United States' "aggressive, colonizing féreign policy" will be continuei.
Mosgow's propageanda, hcwe?ér, is not as unrestrained as has been the case on previous
ocgasiona. Trumaﬁvhimsalf, for example, is nowhere called a "warmonger." And tiere
appears to’be some concern with countérg&ting the President's "hypocritical supporrt

of peace." Western radlos continue to broadcast statements in praise of the mes:iage.

TRUMAN CONCEALS U,S, ECONOMIC CRISIS: Although Moscow exploitas the President's ‘admission”
of an economic¢ downturn during 1949, considerably more effort is devoted to "proving”

that he demagogically distorted obvious facts sbout the Americen scene. "Every +sord of

hig ‘messege,” says a Soviet Home Service commentery, "pursues bubt one aim--that >f con-
cealing the true picture of America's inbernsl life and the aggressive colonizing nature
of /U.8. forelgn policy.” In addition to familiar assertions that "everyone know:" about
the ruthless advange of the U.S, economic crisis during 1949, the Soviet radic (s well
as'the Satellltes) repéatedly cites a figure of 1k million Americen utemployed, including
_part-time™ unemployed, and talks about & 22 percent decline in industrial prodm:tion
during the first 10 months of 1949, Other "facta™ allegedly contradicting the F-resident's
"improbable assertions™ include allsgations about a decline in the Americen stanlard of
living, price incresses, wage reductions; and widespread inadequacies in housing, education,
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and health protection. Generalizing, one commentator reminds listeners that "t1e economic
crisis inberent in the very capitalist system has more then once shattered the mited
States; end 1ts signs and indicstions are again obvious téday."

TRUMAN REAFFIRMS AMERICA'S AGGRESSIVE FOREIGN POLICY: Although Moscow end the jimtellites
devote more time to refutations of the President's optimigtic statements about .he Ame-icen
economy, they do not ignore his foreign policy statemsnts. Typicel of the Sovist line is
the charge that the foreign policy part of the message is & "frank admission of the fast
that the U.S. intends to go on with its policy of endlavement under the Marshal! Plan
which constitutes & weapon in the preparstions for anothsr wer and is called up:m to wreck
the ecénomy of Western European countries.” Familiar "evidence" is cited in swiport of
this charge' the allegedly harmful impect of ERP on West European countries whire the
living standdard is declining and tnemployment growing; the American creation of a world
syetem of bases; the allocetion of three-fourths of the Americén budget for "th: srms
race ; preparations for a new war, and p ang for world lomination.,

The charge that the U.S. is preparing for 8 new war, however, is not emphasized in Soviet
broadcests. Nor does Mgscow use ita hitherto standard theme that the U.S. is p-eparing
for a war againat the USSR and her Satellites, (This theme sppears occasionall -, however,
in Satellite radio broadcasts.) The President's references to Communism are vi 'tually
ignored. Only TASS, in & trensmission to the local Soviet press, mentions it W-iefly

and chargaa that Truman "portréyed in this lying light the 'danger' threatening the nations
endeavoring to liberate themselves Prom the imperialist yoke."™ Moscow also avo:.ds com-
Dletely the President's statements about atomic energy. Only the C’zechoslovak “adlo
refers Lo the "satastrophic failure of U,B. atomic policy in the past year.” Axd the
Hungs¥ian radio is the only one to note that the "President 4id not mention a single word
about’ the Soviet Union's ‘_boueesion of the atomic secret...."

TRUMAN 'S "HYPOCRITICAL" DEVOTION TO PEACE: The Soviet radio makes frequent chirges that
the "peaceful intentions" expressed by Truman sre nothing more than a hypocriti:al smoke-
screen to disgiise the American atriving for world domination. And TAEGLICHE R INDSCHAJ,
the Soviet Army orgen in Berlin, ism quoted to the effect that "people who lookei no
furf.her night even think that he is listening to one of the progressive partisa:s of
peace”<-a gtatement suggesting the reason for Moscow's frequent attempsts to dey the
peaceful intentions expressed by the President.

WESTERN RADIOS: A French-controlled German broadcast hails the message as "somithing
akin to & grest ideologicel approa(‘h 40 world issues"; and a Tel Aviv comentat-r says
that the President "proved once more that he was a swarn friend of the working masses of
the United States.” ‘
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